THE GOVERNMENT OF VICHY
foreigner, and part with either its gold or its real or movable
estate. That is an unescapable necessity. For a country to
increase its wealth its production must exceed its consumption in
value, with the foreigner paying for its excess production.
Now to produce demands labour, and labour can be recruited
only from the active section of the population. And this is as
true of intellectual production as of agricultural and industrial.
When France no longer possesses the brains and the muscles
necessary to balance production and consumption, she will be
obliged to disappear from the map of the world as a Great Power;
all she can do will be to take her place in some sort of economic
system devised and directed from somewhere outside herself.
2. THE QUALITATIVE ASPECT
But even when we are examining the quantitative aspect of the
problem we constantly find ourselves touching on the qualitative.
Each time we have mentioned the active section of the population
we have in reality brought out the fact that there is only one
section of the population whose work is of value. We must
carry the analysis further.
Suppose all men from twenty to fifty had the build of athletes
and an iron constitution. It is very obvious that they would
produce far more than weaklings. Suppose on the contrary that
all the men from twenty to fifty were constitutionally weak, or that
for some reason or other they refused to work, production would
fall to zero. Hospitals and workhouses would take the place of
factories.
The problem is therefore much less one of having a numerous
population of poor physical and moral quality than of having a
population, perhaps less numerous, but physically and morally
robust.
II. The Position adopted by Vichy
The Vichy Government has only attempted to deal with the
quantitative problem. It has confined its positive qualitative
measures to an extension of physical culture and sport for the
young. It has done nothing to improve individual morals (re-
pression of vice, more efficient working of justice), any more than
it has to obtain a really select population. It has, on the contrary,
put into practice a policy the reverse of qualitative in excluding
certain elements from the population and giving the youth of the
country an unsound moral education.
The attitude of the Vichy Government is explained by certain
tacial or political considerations.